Frederick the Great

the Revolution of 1688 England under her Dutch
King led the way and Holland followed in a cam-
paign against a rival dangerous to both. For France
had been guided by Colbert into the path of great-
ness beyond the seas, and it was by grasping at Spain
and the Indies that Louis XIV. aroused the keenest
apprehensions that he might become dictator of the
world. Only at the cost of two mighty wars had
the danger from France been averted for a genera-
tion, By the Peace of Utrecht (1713) the Sea Powers
gained security for themselves and for their com-
merce, but the prize of North America still remained
to be fought for between France and England.

In the early years of the eighteenth century other
competitors put to sea. Under Peter the Great, the
new land Power, Russia, struggled to become mari-
time, though her horizon, as yet, hardly extended
beyond European waters. But in 1722 the Em-
peror Charles VI. made his port of Ostend the
headquarters of a new Imperial East India Com-
pany, and England, France, and Holland joined in
an outcry against German competition. Nine years
later they were appeased. The Hapsburg sacrificed
the future of his House to its past. To purchase
guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction he withdrew
his support from the Company, which none the less
was able to maintain itself for more than sixty years,

If then the tide had set so strongly towards
distant continents that even conservative ill-knit
Austria was swept along with it, we may well ask,
what of Prussia? The history of our own time
makes the question more pertinent. North Germany